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Mr. Speaker, as a final thought, the word

leadership is often applied to those who do
not deserve it. In Bob Johnston’s case, just
the opposite is true. He was a leader on active
duty and in retirement continued to be a lead-
er to his fellow officers, showing them how to
cope with the challenges of a changing world.
Bob has been a credit to his country, the Re-
tired Officers Association and to the entire re-
tired community.

Bob resides in Springfield, VA, with his wife
Elsie. The couple has two grown daughters.
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Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, today Mr.
MCKEON, Mr. CLAY, Mr. KILDEE and I have in-
troduced a bill to extend the Higher Education
Act of 1995. The Higher Education Act is one
of the most important pieces of legislation we
will be reviewing this Congress. The law en-
acted by this Congress which provides for the
continuation of the Higher Education Act will
establish Federal student aid policy for stu-
dents and families through the year 2004. Our
guiding principles will be: making college more
affordable; simplifying the student aid system;
and improving academic quality for students.

I am a firm believer that a postsecondary
education is one of the keys to family security
in this country. As parents, we all work hard
in the hope that our children will have a better
life and more opportunities than the prior gen-
eration. Unfortunately, it has become increas-
ingly difficult for families to fulfill this dream.

Students and their families are worrying
more and more about how they are going to
pay for a postsecondary education. A recent
General Accounting Office report notes that
public 4-year colleges raised tuition 256 per-
cent between 1980 and 1995, far outstripping
the consumer price index and the rise in a typ-
ical family’s income. Yet, college is no longer
a luxury. Over the last decade, the earnings
gap between youth with a postsecondary edu-
cation and those without has continued to
widen. New and advanced technology is domi-
nating our economy and driving down the
value of lowerskilled jobs. At a time when a
college education is no longer a luxury, fami-
lies are finding themselves unable to save or
borrow enough money to pay the bill.

As we begin our intensive review of the
Higher Education Act and Federal student aid
policy, we will be looking for ways to assist all
Americans in their pursuit of an affordable,
high-quality postsecondary education. Achiev-
ing this goal is critical to the survival and
growth of this country.
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Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, today Mr.
GOODLING, Mr. CLAY, Mr. KILDEE and I have in-

troduced a bill to extend the Higher Education
Act of 1965. As we are just beginning the re-
view process, the bill we are introducing today
does not establish new policy or direction for
Federal student aid. The final bill we plan on
completing this year will focus on three main
principles: making college affordable; simplify-
ing the student aid system; and improving
academic quality for students.

The Higher Education Act is a complex
piece of legislation. Our proposals for chang-
ing Federal student aid policy will be formu-
lated only after open and bipartisan discus-
sions with the Administration, the higher edu-
cation community, students, parents and our
colleagues in the 105th Congress.

In today’s information based economy, the
importance of obtaining a quality postsecond-
ary education is at an all-time high. Parents
across the country have recognized the impor-
tance of sending their children to college and
they strive to ensure that their children will
enjoy a better life.

It is in this area of higher education that the
Federal Government can have a very signifi-
cant impact. The fact is that the combination
of Federal grant and loan aid for fiscal year
1997 is expected to exceed $37 billion dollars.
This is good news for higher education in this
country. Unfortunately, the cost of a college
education has increased at about twice the
rate of inflation since the early 1980’s, making
a college education one of the most costly in-
vestments facing American families today.

That is why our review of the Higher Edu-
cation Act and Federal student aid policy will
focus on strengthening opportunities for stu-
dents to obtain an affordable, high quality
postsecondary education. The law enacted by
this Congress which establishes new and con-
tinues old Federal student aid policies will take
us through the year 2004. It will significantly
impact the lives of millions of students and
their families, as well as the future of this
country. I look forward to working with all my
colleagues as we undertake this review.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Supervisor Deran
Koligian. Mr. Koligian is a man of soil and a
man of service to all of Fresno County. He
truly exemplifies what it means to be a family
farmer.

As noted in a recent article in the Armenian
General Benevolent Union (UGBU) magazine,
Supervisor Koligian, who is serving his fourth
term on the Fresno County Board of Super-
visors, is a native of Fresno. His parents left
their native home land during the dark days of
the Armenian genocide and relocated in Fres-
no. Koligian faced hard times like many other
Armenians who were often the subject of dis-
crimination and ridicule. As a result, life was
not always easy for the Armenian families who
lived on ‘‘the other side’’ of the railroad tracks.

Koligian’s father and the rest of the family
did not surrender to the pressure of being
newcomers to the United States. Instead, the
elders of the community instilled in the first

generation of U.S.-born Armenians a message
to concentrate on their education, work hard,
and set goals. The words were taken to heart
by Koligian. After graduating from Central High
School, Koligian went onto Fresno State Col-
lege and completed a degree in accounting
and business administration. At the conclusion
of his formal education, he entered into com-
bat as an infantryman in the U.S. Army during
World War II.

Upon returning to Fresno after World War II,
Koligian began a career in farming and be-
came involved in serving the community.
Koligian served on the Fresno County School
Board Association, the Fresno County Equal
Opportunity Commission, and the Fresno
Planning Commission. He also served 12
years as a member of the Board of Trustees
of the Madison Elementary School, and 12
years on the board of Central High School be-
fore his election to the Fresno County Board
of Supervisors.

Koligian oversees services in Fresno County
such as public libraries, public schools, the
sheriff’s department, medical services, and the
planning commission. Additionally, he also
works with the probation department, courts,
housing and tax collection agencies within the
county.

Mr. Speaker, through the years, Deran
Koligian has epitomized the hard work and in-
tegrity that our forefathers believed would
make the United States a great and pros-
perous nation. The end result is a man who
has served his community with professional-
ism an a no-nonsense attitude. I ask my col-
leagues to join me and pay tribute to a man
who in the midst of so much else today,
serves the public with as much substance as
the soil of the Fresno land that he farms.
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Mrs. KENNELLY of Connecticut. Mr. Speak-

er, I rise today to introduce legislation on the
single most important tax issue to roughly
1100 families in Connecticut.

This legislation would simply clear up a situ-
ation where erroneous state law has caused
benefits that were intended to be treated as
workmen’s compensation to be brought into
income on audit. In several states, including
Connecticut, the state law providing these
benefits for police and fire fighters included an
irrebuttable presumption that heart and hyper-
tension conditions were the result of hazard-
ous work conditions.

In Connecticut, at least, the state law has
been corrected so that while there is a pre-
sumption that such conditions are the result of
hazardous work, the state or municipality in-
volved could require medical proof. This
change satisfies the IRS definition of work-
men’s compensation. Therefore, all this legis-
lation would do is exempt from income those
payments received by these individuals as a
result of faulty state law but only for the three
years—1989, 1990 and 1991. From January
1, 1992 forward those already receiving these
benefits would have to meet the standard IRS
test.
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